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Why? 

๏ Interest in cutting-edge science 

๏ Learn the language of science 

๏ See how studies are connected 

๏ Understand scientific evidence 

 



Why else? 

๏ Kids are the best critics 



Lesson 1 

๏ The people of science matter 

 



๏ “I think your work is very interesting, but I 

would like to know why are you 

interested?” (Halia, Gr. 5) 

 

๏ “How did you come up with this idea to 

detect cancer.  And how did you become a 

scientist.” (Hannes, Gr. 6) 

 

 



Lesson 2 

๏ Evidence is essential 

 



๏ “I think that your research shows clear 

evidence although you could it test a few 

more times!!” (Elise, Gr. 5) 

๏ “How do you prove that this happened if 

you haven't shown us that graphene is 

shaped by nanodroplets?” (Peter, Gr. 6) 

 



Lesson 3 

๏ It’s not just online that commenters like to 

have pseudonyms 

 



๏ “Hi my name is 235 and I think your 

research is so cool” 

๏ “This study is confusing. Next time use 

smaller words. Sincerely, Ninjaman” 

 



Lesson 4 

๏ It can be helpful to assume that readers 

don’t know much about a topic 



๏ “I think that it was kind of confusing maybe 

use smaller words and write it as though 

they do not know anything” (Skyler, Gr. 5) 

๏ “I don’t understand. What’s graphene? 

What does nano mean? To me your report 

is confusing.” (Ben, Gr. 6) 



Lesson 5 

๏ But what they already know is just as 

important. 



๏ “They could have been [water] but with my 

further knowledge of Mars, it would be too 

cold.  The water would freeze.” (Cailin, Gr. 

6) 

 

๏ “It is likely that it is something else instead 

because it is cold so I think the water 

would freeze.” (Rory, Gr. 6) 

 



๏ “Our universe is developing more and 

more each day like the way the Earth 

formed. So other planets might be 

developing water.  The Earth is changing 

so Mars is probably changing too.” 

(Xander, Gr. 6) 

 



Lesson 6 

๏ It never hurts to speak your readers’ 

language. 

 

- Dear scientists =) =) <3 <3   (Kara, Gr. 5) 

 



What have I learned from 

asking kids? 

๏ Readers want to know the people 

๏ Evidence matters 

๏ Online commenters aren’t unique 

 

 



And... 

๏ Readers want us to assume they don’t 

know everything 

๏ But they almost always know something 

๏ Sometimes to hear what they’re saying, 

you have to speak their language 



๏ Want some advice on science writing? 

Next time try asking a kid. 

 

- “You did a good job. It makes sense but it’s 

not too easy. I liked it. A lot!” (Amelia, Gr. 5) 


